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JCSD Proceeds with Facility Projects 

The Jackson County Board of Education held their monthly meeting Monday evening at the 

district office boardroom in Vancleave.  Highlighting the meeting was an update regarding 

instruction, finance, and facility projects.  

 

“I’m pleased with our systematic countywide process recently implemented for both instruction 

and facility projects.  Since our recent consolidation of the district central office services, we can 

now standardize our approach to district processes and practices,” said Superintendent Dr. John 

Strycker.  Strycker referenced recent outcomes such as the district’s best ever state accountability 

score, ACT scores, and graduation rate.  Strycker also referenced the improved efficiency with 

construction projects like the softball and baseball field renovations at East Central and St. 

Martin.  “This is not to mention the roughly $400,000 per year we are saving from administrative 

costs annually.  I’m pleased and very proud of our staff and students.”     

District finances were also discussed by Business Manager, Ryan Earley.  While the district is 

presently maintaining a healthy fund balance of around 16%, there are some concerns about a 

possible increase in the state retirement program (PERS) employer contribution rate from 17.4% 

to 22.4%.  This increase could amount to a $2.5M increase in benefit cost from local and state 

funds for the district.  Presently, the district is on hold to see if a possible increase is passed onto 

school districts.   

Prior to the board meeting, recognitions were held at the Vancleave Middle School cafeteria.  

With a room of parents, staff, and students, the Board recognized staff who participated in a data 

training course, East Central Middle School students for robotics and band honors, Vancleave 

High School band members, and a JCTC student for winning a T-Shirt Design competition.   

If there are any questions or concerns regarding this press release, please contact Superintendent 

John Strycker at 228-283-3000 or 989-233-2490. 


